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NEWS FROM CONGRESSWOMAN HILDA L. SOLIS

IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS:
THE NEW DRUG BENEFIT

Whether to enroll in a Medicare prescription drug
plan depends upon what kind of coverage, if any,
you have today.

If you have prescription drug coverage
through a retiree plan:

Check with your former employer about your
options before doing anything. If you are

happy with your employer coverage, and it is
continuing, you should not need to do anything.

CAUTION: If you drop your employer or union
health coverage, you may not be able to rejoin
it later.

If you are on Medi-Cal and Medicare:

Your Medi-Cal drug coverage will end on
December 31, 2005 and your new Medicare-
based coverage will begin on January 1, 2006.
Information is available on options in our area,
so you can choose the plan that best suits your
needs.

CAUTION: To receive free premiums, you will
need to pick a plan with average or below average
premiums. If you fail to choose a plan, you will be
automatically assigned to a plan. You will be able
to change plans monthly if necessary.

If you are enrolled in a Medicare
Managed Care plan (such as
Kaiser, etc.):

Your plan will send you information about your
options this month. If you want to stay with
your current plan and it offers a prescription
drug plan, you may enroll.

If you do not want to remain in that plan,
you may either enroll in a different Medicare
Managed Care plan or return to traditional
Medicare and select a private drug plan.

If you currently do not have
prescription drug coverage:

Evaluate your needs and investigate your
options, but remember monthly premiums will
be higher if you do not enroll by May 15, 2006.
You will also want to determine if you are
eligible for limited income assistance.

EXTRA ASSISTANCE
FOR PEOPLE WITH
LIMITED INCOMES

Help with paying for Medicare drug plans is
available for people with limited incomes.
You may qualify for this assistance if:

Your 2005 income is less than $14,356 for an
individual or $19,245 for couples and you have
limited assets.

If you think you may be in this category,
you should call the Social Security Administration

at 1-800-772-1213 or visit them online at
www.socialsecurity.gov for more information.
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Organizations that can help:

* Health Insurance Counseling
and Advocacy Program
(HICAP): 510-839-0393
or toll free at
1-800-434-0222

* Medicare: 1-800-MEDICARE
(633-4227)

* Social Security Administration:
1-800-772-1213

Have the following personal
information at hand when
you call:

* Medicare identification number
(on your Medicare card)

* Drugs you currently take, the
dosage and what you pay for
them

* Your refill schedule and
preferred method of receiving
prescriptions (at the pharmacy
or via mail-order)

* Your annual income, and
a basic accounting of your
personal assets in case
you qualify for low-income
assistance

Informational Web Sites:
* Medicare: www.medicare.gov

* Social Security:
Www.Sssa.gov/prescriptionhelp

* HICAP: www.calmedicare.org
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IMPORTANT DATES
TO REMEMBER

October 1, 2005

You will begin receiving
information on drug plans
available in your community.

November 15, 2005

The enrollment period for
Medicare Drug Benefit
(Part D) begins.

December 31, 2005

The last day to enroll to have
coverage that begins on
January 1, 2006.

January 1, 2006
Coverage begins for
beneficiaries who enrolled
by December 31, 2005.

May 15, 2006

Last day to enroll in a
Medicare drug plan without
incurring a 1% per month
premium surcharge and last
day to enroll to receive any
benefits in 2006.

November 15, 2006

The open enrollment period
for Medicare Drug Benefit
(Part D) begins for 2007. This
is also the first opportunity
for those who enrolled in a
Medicare drug plan for 2006
to switch plans if they wish.

Kl 2.

PRESORTED STANDARD

MY OFFICES ARE.
AVAILABLE TO HELP YOU

EL MONTE
4401 Santa Anita Ave., Suite 211
El Monte, CA 91731
(626) 448-1271
(626) 448-8062 FAX

EAST LOS ANGELES
4716 Cesar Chavez Ave., Bldg. A
East Los Angeles, CA 90022
(323) 307-9904
(323) 307-9906 FAX

WASHINGTON, DC
1725 Longworth HOB
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-5464
(202) 225-5467 FAX

Visit my website at www.house_.gov/solis‘and
sign up to receive My email updates!




